
FAQs 
What is an endowed scholarship fund? 

An endowed fund, as opposed to a temporary fund, is invested by the foundation and 
scholarship awards are granted from the interest generated by these investments.  As 
opposed to temporary funds, which may be depleted entirely, the total donated 
amount, or corpus, of an endowed fund remains intact.  This provides stability in 
terms of student support and adds to the quality and prestige of the program.  

 

Why does the theater program need a greater endowment? 

The UNG theater program is growing by leaps and bounds in enrollment and quality 
of students.  This type of growth is an exciting development, as it means the GTA’s 
popularity is also growing and that more students in Georgia and beyond are 
accessing higher education than ever before.  

The challenge, however, is to meet this growth with the level of private support that 
enables our students to devote the time that a quality program like GTA demands 
while maintaining our ability to compete with peer programs in our region.  

A greater endowment is urgently needed to provide the UNG Theatre Department 
and GTA with a stable, reliable stream of scholarship funding in order to recruit – and 
retain – the dedicated, talented and deserving students you enjoy onstage year after 
year.   

 

Two million dollars sounds like a lot of money.  Why is that the goal? 

Our $2 million scholarship endowment goal was established by projecting our growth 
in student enrollment over the next 10 years.  Based on the percentage of scholarship 
dollars generated from our endowment over recent years, this would allow the 
theatre department the consistent funding to meet its needs moving forward.  

 

When I come to see a show, I pay for a ticket.  Doesn’t that contribute to 
scholarships? 

Ticket revenues are certainly valued and a necessary part of our production budget 
every year.  However, those monies are considered state revenue and can’t be used 
for private scholarships. 

 

 

 



I see a lot of students working in our community.  Why can’t theater 
students just work more? 

Most of our students, when not involved with a production, do indeed hold jobs for 
extra income and save what they can.  During production, however, they are 
expected to rehearse approximately 30 hours per week.  This is in addition to 
assuming a full load of classes and all the homework, papers and tests that go along 
with them.  In order for our students to maintain an acceptable GPA, every second of 
free time outside the theater must be devoted to class work.  There often just aren’t 
enough hours in a day to work. 

 

By contributing to UNG’s endowment fund, am I taking away from a 
Brenau theater student? 

Not at all.  As Brenau provides a degree in the acting concentration and UNG offers a 
degree in technical and design, many of the students supported by this endowment 
initiative are actually future Brenau students and alumni.  Part of what makes the GTA 
so successful is that both UNG and Brenau join forces to offer a full 360-degree 
experience to each of its students. 

 

It’s common knowledge that it’s difficult to “make it” in the performing 
arts.  By investing in a theater student, am I making good use of my 
philanthropic dollars? 

Absolutely.  First, a majority of our alumni are working in the field and thriving.  Those 
who pursue careers outside theater, however, have learned a broad set of skills from 
their theatre education which are in high demand in most career fields: the ability to 
speak to – and inspire – groups of listeners, the experience of managing multi-level, 
complex projects from planning to production, and the capacity to collaborate with 
professionals from varying industries and diverse backgrounds in a team atmosphere 
are just a few examples.  Our students emerge with abilities and experience that go 
far beyond the obvious and have extraordinary talents to offer employers. 


