
 

 

The Value of Theater to our Community and Beyond 
 

Theater Teaches Empathy 

As our communities become more diverse, and as the differences among us are 
increasingly emphasized, it is more important that we increase our capacity to 
understand and respect each other.  Theater provides an environment in which this is 
possible: by experiencing the struggles, hopes and thoughts of characters on stage, 
we are better able to empathize with others. 

Theater Awakens Awe and Appreciation 

The world is busy, complex, and often mundane.  When we attend a theater 
performance, however, the exquisite costumes, intricately-designed sets, moving 
performances, and incredible vocals leave us with a sense of awe that remains long 
after the show.  Theater reminds us of the capacity for talent and beauty among us. 

Theater Unites Us 

Communities are an important part of the way we organize and structure our lives. To 
foster a sense of unity and belonging, communities need opportunities in which 
people can socialize, welcome new neighbors and spend time with family and friends.  
Theater brings people together from all walks of life and helps communities become 
more thoughtful, introspective, and cohesive. 

 

The Value of a Theater Education 

Whether they choose to enter the field or not, all theater graduates emerge into the 
professional world with skills and experience desirable to employers today.  Not only 
are they prepared to work in theater, they have expertise in: 



 Collaborating with colleagues from diverse backgrounds to achieve common 
goals; 

 Managing complex, multidimensional projects from planning to completion; 
 Devoting extra time and effort needed to meet expectations and deadlines; 

and 
 Leading and inspiring others to embrace a vision. 

 

The Value of UNG Theatre and GTA 

The UNG Department of Theatre is a key partner in the Gainesville Theater Alliance, 
an exceedingly rare example of a successful collaborative partnership that benefits 
everyone involved – from the patrons in the audience to the students on the stage. 
The quality of GTA’s performances and caliber of the talent our program attracts is 
virtually unmatched and is only limited by our capacity to support students at every 
level.  

Our students, regardless of their chosen concentration, are trained in every aspect of 
theater, from lighting and costumes to artistic techniques.  Learning from both 
professionals in the field and dedicated faculty, they experience an educational 
environment that is rigorous, stimulating and nurturing.  It is the quality of this 
program that leads to the success of our alumni, the vast majority of whom have 
careers in the field – and those who don’t have become inspirational leaders in their 
fields. 

 

The Challenge 

UNG seeks to provide the financial support to each theater student at a level that 
makes a difference. Because theater students spend so many hours involved in each 
performance – approximately 30 hours per week – there is little time left to work 
during the academic year.  

Over the past few years, the UNG Foundation has been able to provide some funding 
to these students, but the increasing level of enrollment and need within our theatre 
department necessitates a more dependable, sustained system of support.  

 

The Goal: $2 Million Theater Scholarship Endowment 

Based on UNG’s recent and projected growth in student enrollment, we must raise $2 
million in endowed scholarships in order to meet the increased demand and sustain 
the exceptional quality of the Department of Theatre’s programs.  Reaching this goal 
would enable us to continue to 1) support our students to completion of their theater 
education and 2) recruit promising potential students.   

 


